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A consular officer will then do a thorough interview with the applicant, essentially to 
make sure that he or she understands the implications of voluntarily giving up 
citizenship. 
 
The consular office will then request that the applicant be issued a certification of 
loss of nationality. 
 
Professor Rowe stresses the importance of the applicant, in this case Mr. Vaz, fully 
understanding what renunciation of citizenship means. 
 
The Consular officer must also investigate to ensure that the applicant is not wanted 
by United States law enforcement and that he understands that he is still expected to 
service any tax obligations or debts pending on US soil. 
 
Professor Rowe adds that the applicant must accept certain realities. 
 
The renunciation is irreversible, so once you give up your citizenship and you are 
over 18 years old, you cannot reapply for it. 
 
Additionally the individual will never again be able to travel on a US passport alone, 
so he will have to have obtain a battery of visas. 
 
If he wants to live in the US in the future, he will have to try to qualify for permanent 
residence in the future, a process that is fraught with obstacles if one is not a US 
citizen. 
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